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AG’s contingency
lawyers illegal,
poultry firms say

Br Curms Kittmax
woa St Wikes

Attorney General Drew Ed-
mondson violated the state and
U.S. constitutions when he hired
a series of attarneys on a contin-
gency basis to represent the
state in a pollution lawsuit filed
against the poultry industry, Jaw-
yers for several of the sued
firms claim in a court filing.

At issue is a contract signed
by Edmondson in July 2004 to
employ three law firms to prose-
cute the case against 13 poultry
companies that are accused of
polluting the Minois River water-
shed with excessive amounts of
poultry waste.

“We believe there has been an try la

improper delegation of the pow-
er of the stale government to
private individuals who might be
tempted to place personal gain
ahead of public good,” said Rob-
ert George, an attorney who rep-
resents Tyson Foods lm; one of
11 companies to join in ﬁ]mg the
maotion.

George points to a clause in
the contract that calls for the
outside attorneys to receive be-
tween one-third and onehalf of
any monetary damages recov-
ered and uuum.!l\e relief ob-
tained by the state in the case.

“Put simply. the government
attorneys cannot be paid on a
bounty systema and expected
to do justice,” the poultry indus-
try claims in papers filed in US.
District Court in Tulsa.

The poultry industry asks the
court to dismiss the lawsuit en-
tirely or disqualify the socalled
contingency lawyers {rom the
lawsuit.

Edmondson contracted with
the three law fims nearly ove
year before filing the federal law-
suit. The firms are Miller & Kef-
fer LLP; Riggs, Abney, Neal,
Torpen, Orbison & Lewis; and
Motley Rice.

The contract also calls for the
outsice aftermneys o receive no
compensation from the state or
attorney general if no monetary
awards are granted in the case.

A spokesman for Edtmondson
cilled the filing bogus and said
state law grants the Attorney
General's Office the authority to

hire outside counsel
“We don't think it has any le-
gal merit,” Edmondson spokes-
man Charlie Price szid. “We
don’t think they have standing to
allenge this contract. It's two
parties in a contract, and they
<houldn’l be challenging it.
Again, it's just diversion on their
e

Price said the contingency ar-
rangentent was probably cheaper
than paying an hourly fee, which
the state couldn't afford to pay if
it lost the case.

Also, the office has just three
staff attorneys with environmen-
tal law experience, Price said.

One of the three staff attor-
neys works full time on the poul-
wsuit. The other two assist
when they have time, he said.

George agreed that the attor-
ney general has the authority &
hire outside lega) counsel.

“They just cant do so under

an arrangement that gives them
a personal interest in the out-
come of the case,” he said.
“When youre wielding the pow-
er of the state, you're supposed
w do it for justice, not for pii-
vate gain.”

The contract violates a state
constitution provision regarding
heiscpamﬁnn of powers, George

“The power of the purse be-
langs to the Legislature,” he
. “Any money recovered in
tlus case helongs to the state of
homa, and it's the Legisla
lures job to declde how to
spend that money."

Attorneys for the poultry in-
dustry also claim that Edmeond-
son “likely will realize great per-

sonal gain from the enterprise.”

The filing notes that almmeys
with the Riggs Abnev law
have donated $62,000 to Ed-
mondson’s political campaigns
since .

Price said the donations have
“no bearing” on the poultry liti-
gation contract.

“Again that's just (helr efforts
to ... make me bout this
instead of tatking d.|)0lll the pol
lution that's making its way into
the water,” he said.

Curtls Killman 561-8471
curtis kiliman@tulsaworld,com

Revised Texoma park,
lodge deal is approved

By Axce Rigos
Woild Capitol Buresy

OKLAHOMA CITY — The
Commissioners of the Land Of
fice approved a revised purchase
agreement Thursday that in-
cludes a $350,000 degosit for the
Lake Texanaz State lodge and
Park.

Late last year. the Land Office
approved the $14.5 milion sale
to Pointe Vista Development
LLC of Oklahoma City.

But the agreement had been
held up by a federal “reversion-
ary” clause affecting about 27
acres of the more than 750-acre
park on US. 70 near the Okda
homaTexas border.

The clause stipulated that if
the state no Jonger used the
land, it would become the prop-
erty of the federal gavernment,
said Clifton Scott, secretary of
the Commissioners of the Land
Office, the agency in charge of
selling school and public fands.

congress is expected to ad-

the issue and remove the
clause, he said, but the Limeline
of the area’s deve]opmem could

long Congress takes.

“I think everybody got a good
deal”™ Scott said after Wednes-
day’s meeting.

The state expects about $10
million in profit from the sale,

Proceeds will be put in the
agency's permanent trust. Inter-
est from the trust is distributed
to state schools.

The state operaled the lodge
and park for more than 50 years,
but the facility has faced declin-
ing tourism for years and needs
repairs. The Jodge and park,
which employed 35 workers, offi-
cially closed late last year.

Plans for Texoma include up-
graded golf courses, a 740-room
hotel, a convention center, con-
dominiums and high-end residen-
tial housing developments.

Mark Fischer, CEQ of Chap-
paral Energy, and Aubrey Mc-
Clendon, CEOQ of Chesapeake
Energy, are pariners in Pointe
Vista Development.

A deal io sell the land to a
Connecticutbased developer felt
through last year.
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be affected, on how

Governor urges students to
become leaders, avoid drugs

Worwp Capiror Bureau

OKLAHOMA CITY — Gov.
Brad Henry encouraged more
than 7,500 Oklahoma students
on Thursday to become leaders
in their schools and communities
and cautioned against experi-
menting wilh drugs and alcohol.

Highly addictive drugs such as
niethamphetamine can lead to
addiction after one use, he told
the group gathered for the
eighth annual Governor's Sale
Schioals Summit.

The extreme-sports-themed
conference for all grade levels
featured several Oklahoma-born
speakers, including Miss Ameri-
ca 2006 Jennifer Berry and Mat
Hoffman, a professional stunt
BMX bike rider.

“The decisions you make right
now, today — although they

may seem inconsequential to
you — they will make a differ-
ence between a successful life
and an unsuccessfut life,” Henry
said.

‘The governor said the parole
files he reviews each month
clearly show a link between in-
carceration and drinking and
drug use at very young ages.

“Those decisions you make
right now can very possibly de-
termine whether you go to col-
fege or you go to jail,” he said.

Berry, a 2001 graduate of
Jenks High School, said she
wanted the students to realize
the impact their decisions will
have on their futures.

*T hope they walk away with
an understanding of how impor-
tant the decisions are that they
make today,” she said.
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Lawmaker addresses climate laws

# The Tulsa Republi-
can tells a congression-
al panel that science

is still out on global
warming and that gov-
ernmental mandates
are not in order.

Br fLim Myers
Viodd Washingion Bureny

WASHINGTON — Oklahoma
state Rep. Dennis Adkins, RTul
sa, warned U.S. senators Thurs-
day against rushing to pass ci-
mate change legislation that
could result in substantial costs.

“Oklahoma is an energy
state,” Adkins told members of
the Senate Environment and

Public Works Committee.

Joining other state and local
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teaders in providing their per-
spectives on global warming, he

lald out for the panel the 1mp.1cx

the oil and gas industry

the state’s economy.

Asked after his testimony
about his position on global
warming, Adkins said the sci-
ence is slill out on whether
global warming is occurring.

“And, if it is occurring, I
would suggest that it very well
could be due to environment in-
stead of something manmade,”
he said.

Adkins, chairman of the state
House Committee on Energy
and Technology, said the federal
government should take a limit-
ed role in addressing climate
change and leave the issue to
local and state officials.

He also said he opposes legis-
lative mandates from either the
federal or state level

Instead, Adkins added that

many of the initiatives such as
energy efficient light bulbs even-
tually would be market-driven if
n  given enough time.
“I bought the seven-year light
bulb. They
are energy
efficient.” he
said. “But I
didn’t  do
that because
of a man-
date. 1 did
that because
it was ener-
gy efficient.”
Adkins
conceded
that his con-
cerns about
federal action might not reso-
nate as much as he would like
with the committee, which is
now led by Sen. Barbara Boxer,
D-Calil.

She has made it clear that

she wants to use her state’s ap-
proach on global warming as a
mode! for Congress.

Boxer read a letter from Cal
ifornia Gov. Arnold Schwarze-
pegger, a Republican, who be-
lieves that the debate an global
climate change is over and that
the time has come for action.

Sen. Jim Inhofe, R-OKia., the
committee’s ranking member,
again dismissed such calls for
action and warned that such ap-
proaches would end up hurting
the economy.

Inhofe, who had invited Ad-
kins to speak to the panel, said
such testimony was helpful as
“Demacrals rush to pass carbon
cap legislation resulting in the
largest tax increase in American
history.”

Ben Myers [202) 484-1424
Fm.myers@tulsaworid.com
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example of savings:
Ladies’ Career Sporlswesr

(rig. Price 89.00
Current - 44.50
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You Pay 3115
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example of savings:
Men’s Leather Coat
Orig, Price 250.00
Current 125‘(}0
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example of savings:

Ladies’ Dress & Casual Shoes

Orig, Price 69.00
Current 34,50
0% off . -10.3
You Pay - 24:15
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